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Editor 

Washington Post 
1150 15 St., HW 
Wash., D.C, 20005 

Dear Editor, 

Joseph Kraft was never wiser or more brilliant that in his "Defector Detection. 

Rot by the Media. " 

The First Amendment is "a little matter." It is "now under attack" so we eliminate 
the attacks by eliminating the freedom of the press, which has now found it possible 
to do stories "wholly divorced from the original purposes of the constitutional pro- 
tection." Besides, the press is "not well equipped to determin^ethe rights and 
wrongs of individual cases" and as "outsiders" must "necessarily deal on a case— by- 
case basis" and thus "cannot know the whole story," as we did not in Watergate in the 
past or Koreagate in the present. 

The CIA "is excessingiy secretive and harsh" and it "problem is laxity. " 

Schevchenko "has a story to tell — a story of hjie trauma of defection/, so 
there is $40,00 to cool his hots. 

There is "An undoubted public interest" in "the way the Central Intelligence 
Agency deals with flefectors." But Schevchenko "can’t teal that story publicly, 
as Rosenko also could not. So, "while there are grounds for questioning the revelations 
and the "NBC story seemed sound in every detail" and there is "legitimate public 
interest" the "fact-finding job ought not be left to ... journalistic enterprise. 

Because the executive agencies do not correct their mistakes and repeat them 
the correction of their mistakes should be left entirely to them. 

I could not have put it better myself. 

George Orwell 
Harold Weisberg 


